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JACL Troubled By Racist Cubs Apparel
CHICAGO, IL – The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) is deeply disturbed by the derogatory “Fukudome t-shirts” that are being sold outside of Wrigley Field. The shirts depict a slanty-eyed bear cub that says “Horry Kow” in mock Asian font, and Kosuke Fukudome’s name and number are displayed on the back. 

Though the merchandise is unlicensed and unaffiliated with the official Cubs franchise, we are troubled that sale of these shirts is allowed to continue directly outside of Wrigley Field. Not only do the shirts unwelcomingly mock Fukudome, a new addition to the Chicago Cubs franchise, they demean and belittle all Asian Americans, reducing them to little more than antiquated caricatures. While the vendor of these shirts claims to have made them in jest, this brand of humor is clearly outdated and racist. 

The JACL demands that the Chicago Cubs management weigh in with a harsh public statement condemning the sale of such offensive merchandise at one of Chicago’s oldest institutions. In addition, the Chicago Cubs must take action to ban the sale of such items in the vicinity of Wrigley Field.  As Chicagoans and baseball fans alike, we would hope that everyone who attends a Cubs game is treated with respect and not subjected to such derogatory images and stereotypes as depicted on these shirts. 

### ###

The Japanese American Citizens League, established in 1929, is the oldest Asian American civil rights organization in the United States. Our mission is to secure and maintain the human and civil rights of Americans of Japanese ancestry and others victimized by injustice. 
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